*    READING AND WRITING    *

The Queen: Give them entrance.

[Enter Lord Lichfield and Mr. Rowland Hill,
bowing.']

The Queen: I am happy to see my noble Postmaster-
General, and the ingenious author of the Universal
Penny Postage Plan. Gentlemen, be seated. My Lord
Melbourne has told you why I wished for your presence
on this occasion. I have been reading carefully, and with
great interest, the late discussions and evidence on the
postage question, and I now wish to hear what is my
Postmaster-General's opinion on the plan, which I
therefore beg you, Mr. Hill, to describe in a few words.

Rowland Hill: With your Majesty's leave, I will say
nothing of the present hardship and dearness of the
Post-Office rates, or of Post-Office management itself,
but confine myself, according to your Majesty's com-
mands, to the plan you have honoured me by noticing.
My plan is that all letters not weighing more than half
an ounce should be charged one penny; and heavier
letters one penny for each additional half-ounce, what-
ever may be the distance they are carried. This postage
to be paid when the letter is sent, and not when received,
as at present.

Lord Lichfield: Of all the wild and visionary schemes
which I have heard or read of, it is the most extravagant.1

The Queen: You seem, my Lord, to adhere both to
your opinions and to your very words; for the very same
expressions were used a year and a half ago* Pray abstain
from calling names, and use argument.

Lord Lichfield: Since I made these observations, I
have given the subject considerable attention, and I re-
main, even still more firmly, of the same opinion.
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